Prayers for those in need:   - especially, Glenice recuperating after surgery, Hannah and her family as they care for her, Shirley, may we also pray for those whose lives have been damaged by the Church,  and those we name in the silence of our hearts. . . . . .   
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COLLECTIONS – PLEASE SAVE USED STAMPS - DOREEN COLLECTS THEM FOR BCA
[bookmark: _Hlk11327173]
DIARY DATES – 

**PIE DRIVE TODAY– JUNE 23RD– RETURN OF FORMS WITH MONEY – DELIVERY & COLLECTION - 30TH JUNE
A GREAT FUNDRAISER PLEASE SUPPORT US IN THIS ENDEAVOUR – MANY THANKS 

PATRONAL FESTIVAL – FEAST OF ST PAUL @ ROMSEY 30TH JUNE WITH LUNCH TO FOLLOW AT LANCEFIELD HOTEL AT 1PM – ALL ARE WELCOME. PLEASE LET JUDI KNOW FOR TABLE BOOKINGS

Readings for the coming weeks 

30th JUNE		     7th JULY			14TH JULY
St Peter & St Paul	     4TH AFTER PENTECOST		5TH AFTER PENTECOST
Acts 12.1-11	     	     1 Kings 21.1-10(11-14)15-21a	1 Kings 19.1-4, 8-15a
[Psalm 87]		     [Psalm 5.1-7]			[Psalm 42; 43]
2 Timothy 4.6-8, [9-16]17-18 Galatians 2.15-21	               Galatians 3.10-14,23-29
John 21.15-22  		      Luke 7.36-8.3			Luke 8.26.39 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Parish Basket – to be found at the foot of the altar
[image: https://theultimatefundraiser.files.wordpress.com/2016/01/442.gif?w=529]Our gift of items to stock the pantry at Anglicare is indeed welcome. So many different people benefit from our giving.  Each of us in our own way may give what we can.  One tin or packet makes a difference as to whether a person goes hungry tonight – we are called “to feed my sheep” as Peter one of the first disciples was commanded to do. May we do so cheerfully and generously – thank you, Judi

Locum in Charge: The Revd. Judi Pollard
The Anglican Parish of Romsey/Lancefield, 33 Chauncey St, Lancefield VIC 3435
OFFICE:  5429 1830 OR MOBILE: 0402 268 001 
Email: judepol@bigpond.net.au
Available by request baptisms, weddings and funerals   
Honorary Assoc. priest: Revd. Tom Morgan: 5429 6060
PEW BULLETIN: Robyn Cozens - donegal_consulting@hotmail.com
www.lancefieldromseyanglican.org
Welcome to the 
Anglican parish of St Paul’s Romsey 
& Christ Church, Lancefield
[image: http://acowfl.tripod.com/clipart/welcome1.gif]_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please stay awhile following our celebration of the Eucharist to share in fellowship. If you are a visitor, long time parishioner or searching for a place to be welcomed - this is it – we’ve found you!  Help us get to know each other over a cuppa!
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
JUNE 23 YC 2019
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
9.00am Sunday Eucharist @ St Paul’s
10.30am Sunday Eucharist @ Christ Church

Judi’s jottings –   The Gospel text from Luke tells of a story of the unclean. Tombs are unclean. Pigs are unclean. And we are told that it was an unclean spirit. This unclean spirit knew who Jesus was and was rightfully afraid. As soon as Jesus saw the man, he knew that the man was possessed and without the man asking had ordered the spirit out. But how unusual is it that the spirit negotiates with Jesus, I cannot think of any other demons that were able to bargain with God. What’s more, they succeed -- or do they? If they can no long inhabit this poor man, whom they have made unclean, might they inhabit the unclean pigs? “Why of course,” Jesus agrees. Perhaps this causes an “unclean” overload and the demon filled pigs rush into the lake. The pigs drown and the spirits find themselves just where they hoped that they would not go, the abyss, the bottomless pit where they join the fallen angels and spirits “kept in eternal chains in deepest darkness for the judgment of the great day” (Jude 1:6).  The man, on the other hand, has been released from the chains of possession and the deep darkness that clouded his mind. Like the woman at Simon’s house he is still at the feet of Jesus, but now dressed and “in his right mind” (Luke 8:35). Yet the crowd that has gathered, having heard the stories about the amazing things taking place among the tombs and at the lakeshore, does not rejoice. Rather they are afraid and like the man and the demons, beg Jesus to leave them alone. Who is this man who returns a man to his right mind? Who is this man who commands demons? The author of Luke-Acts gives us a very clear statement at the end of the tale. When Jesus gets into the boat to return across the lake the man asks to “be with him,” which is a way of saying that the man wishes to become a follower of Jesus. But Jesus tells the man to go home. Just as Jesus gave the widow back her son, Jesus is giving the man’s family back their son. The dead will be given new life. And Jesus tells the man to “declare how much God has done for you” (Luke 8:39). That is what the man does, but his message is somewhat different, “he went away, proclaiming throughout the city how much Jesus had done for him” (Luke 8:39). Who is this? The man is telling us that Jesus is no less than God himself. While many in our world continue to believe in the possibility of demon possession, many more today feel possessed and powerless before addictions and mental illnesses. May we be more compassionate to those in need of being understood.  Blessings to each of you this week, Judi


SENTENCE:  For thus says the one whose name is Holy: ‘I dwell in the high and holy place, but I also live with those who are broken and humble in spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, to restore the courage of the broken.        								  Isaiah 57.15 
 
COLLECT/PRAYER OF THE DAY:  Almighty God, who alone can bring order to our unruly wills and affections : give us grace to love what you command and desire what you promise, that, in all the changes and chances of an uncertain world, our hearts may be surely fixed where true joys are to be found; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen     Similar  More sizes    
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD
A reading from the First Book of Kings 
Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and how he had killed all the prophets with the sword. Then Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah, saying, ‘So may the gods do to me, and more also, if I do not make your life like the life of one of them by this time tomorrow.’ Then he was afraid; he got up and fled for his life, and came to Beer-sheba, which belongs to Judah; he left his servant there. But he himself went a day’s journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down under a solitary broom tree. He asked that he might die: ‘It is enough; now, O LORD, take away my life, for I am no better than my ancestors.’ He got up, and ate and drank; then he went in the strength of that food for forty days and forty nights to Horeb the mount of God. At that place he came to a cave, and spent the night there. Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying, ‘What are you doing here, Elijah?’ He answered, ‘I have been very zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.’  He said, ‘Go out and stand on the mountain before the LORD, for the LORD is about to pass by.’ Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake; and after the earthquake a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire; and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to him that said, ‘What are you doing here, Elijah?’ He answered, ‘I have been very zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away ’Then the LORD said to him, ‘Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Haz-ael as king over Aram.  [1 Kings 19.1-4, 8-15a]
Hear the word of the Lord, thanks be to God

A reading from the Letter to the Galatians 
For all who rely on the works of the law are under a curse; for it is written, ‘Cursed is everyone who does not observe and obey all the things written in the book of the law.’ Now it is evident that no one is justified before God by the law; for ‘The one who is righteous will live by faith.’ But the law does not rest on faith; on the contrary, ‘Whoever does the works of the law will live by them.’ Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us—for it is written, ‘Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree’— in order that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith. Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith would be revealed. Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we might be justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we are no longer subject to a disciplinarian, for in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith. As many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to the promise.	      [Galations3.10-14, 23-29]
May your word live in us, and bear much fruit to your glory

The Lord be with you, and also with you
The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 8.26-39
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ
Then they arrived at the country of the Gerasenes, which is opposite Galilee. As he stepped out on land, a man of the city who had demons met him. For a long time he had worn no clothes, and he did not live in a house but in the tombs. When he saw Jesus, he fell down before him and shouted at the top of his voice, ‘What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you, do not torment me’— for Jesus had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. (For many times it had seized him; he was kept under guard and bound with chains and shackles, but he would break the bonds and be driven by the demon into the wilds.) Jesus then asked him, ‘What is your name?’ He said, ‘Legion’; for many demons had entered him. They begged him not to order them to go back into the abyss. Now there on the hillside a large herd of swine was feeding; and the demons begged Jesus to let them enter these. So he gave them permission. Then the demons came out of the man and entered the swine, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and was drowned.  When the swineherds saw what had happened, they ran off and told it in the city and in the country. Then people came out to see what had happened, and when they came to Jesus, they found the man from whom the demons had gone sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind. And they were afraid. Those who had seen it told them how the one who had been possessed by demons had been healed. Then all the people of the surrounding country of the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them; for they were seized with great fear. So he got into the boat and returned. The man from whom the demons had gone begged that he might be with him; but Jesus sent him away, saying, ‘Return to your home, and declare how much God has done for you.’ So he went away, proclaiming throughout the city how much Jesus had done for him.

For the Gospel of the Lord, praise to you Lord Jesus Christ
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